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The Citizens’ Assembly of Scotland is a group of 100 citizens from across Scotland that are broadly representative of the country and are coming together to address the following three questions:

· What kind of country are we seeking to build?
· How best can we overcome the challenges Scotland and the world face in the 21st century, including those arising from Brexit?
· What further work should be carried out to give us the information we need to make informed choices about the future of the country?

The Assembly will meet six times between October 2019 and April 2020 to deliberate on these questions and make recommendations. The recommendations will be set out in a report that will be laid in the Scottish Parliament.

Details of Assembly meetings
Principles
Independence

Including through the appointment of an impartial and respected convener or co-conveners, an arms-length secretariat, and expert advisory groups.
Transparency

At all levels of the operation of the Assembly, from the framing of the questions, to the selection of members and expert witnesses, through to proactive publication and live-streaming of deliberative sessions and clarity about what the outputs will be used for.
Inclusion

Extending not just to those invited to take part as members, but also to the operations of the assembly itself.
Access

The wider public must be able to see and comment upon the work of the Assembly, and stakeholders must feel that they and their interests have a route into the Assembly.

Balance

The information used to build members’ (and the wider public’s) learning must be balanced, credible and easily understood.
Cumulative Learning

Embedded into the design of the Assembly, to ensure members develop a rich understanding of the issues considered and have time to do so. 

Open-Mindedness

The assembly will be a forum for open-minded deliberation between participants, ensuring the public see it as a genuine process of enquiry, and to help ensure that it receives an open-minded response from the parliament and government.
How the Assembly operates

The Assembly operates following the principles which are included within the Remit and Terms of Reference for the Assembly.
The Convener has agreed a Memorandum of Understanding, setting out the arrangements in place to allow the Citizens’ Assembly to deliver on its remit independently.
Here is the Citizens' Assembly's Information Handling Policy 
The first meeting was held in Edinburgh over Saturday 26 October and Sunday 27 October. The other meetings will take place in Glasgow over the weekends of 29 November to 1 December; 17 to 19 January; 21 to 23 February; 27 to 29 March and 24 to 26 April.
Members have agreed a Code of Conduct and Conversation Guidelines, to ensure respectful discussion. Members have also agreed to follow the Guidance on Media and Social Media.  

Answers to some questions

A budget of £1.37 million has been set by the Scottish Government. A breakdown of costs is available here.
The Assembly will be made up of a minimum of 100 people randomly recruited from across Scotland. The membership have been selected to be broadly representative of the adult population (16 and over) in terms of age, gender, socio-economic class/educational qualifications, ethnic group, geography and political attitudes.
The objective of the recruitment is to identify a group of people who broadly reflect the adult population of Scotland in terms of socio-democraphic variables and political attitudes/view. The following socio-demographic variables  for  stratification purposes have been used, in line with practice in other citizens’ assemblies in the UK:

Age, Gender, Educational Qualifications, Ethnic group, Geography, having a life limiting health condition, and voting intention in the Scottish Parliament, with regard to the EU Referendum in 2016 and with regard to the Independence referendum in 2014.
Elected and appointed representatives (MSPs, MPs, MEPs, councillors and members of the House of Lords), political party staff, public appointees and senior public and civil servants will all be ineligible.
 Assembly members will be able to claim the cost of travel, caring responsibilities and other reasonable expenses agreed in advance.
Convener and members

Convener
Kate Wimpress.
https://www.citizensassembly.scot/who-is-involved/convener
Kate is a third sector leader who has trained in fine art. She has worked for art organisations across Northern Ireland and Scotland since 1990.
Members
Central Scotland 17,  Glasgow 16,  Highlands & Islands 11,  Lothian 19,  Mid Scotland & Fife 12,  North East Scotland 17,  South Scotland 8,  West Scotland 17.
https://www.citizensassembly.scot/sites/default/files/inline-files/LIST%20OF%20MEMBERS.docx.pdf
